
A.  Please read this section before completing this form. 

 
From 1 July 2014  financial institutions must ask customers  to provide 
information  about their  (or the person who is the underlying account holder 
if   you are signing the form on their behalf) tax residency when opening 
accounts.   
 
When opening new bank accounts or investing in financial products this 
means that we are required to ask you to state where the entity resides for 
tax purposes and to declare the status of the entity. This is called “self-
certification”.  In some circumstances you may also be asked to complete a 
further form in relation to certain individuals  - referred to under the tax rules 
as Controlling Persons. 
 
We are required to also ask you to provide the country, or countries of tax 
residence for the entity and accompanying tax identification number(s) in 
those countries.  
 
You may be asked to provide additional documents and/or information to 
evidence the declaration and statements made on this form. 
 
For Joint Accounts, each account holder must complete a separate form.  
 
 
 
Please note that HSBC does not provide tax advice to customers.  So if you 
have any remaining questions about how to complete this form or about 
how to determine the entity’s tax residency status you should contact your 
tax adviser or local tax authority.  
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B. Part 1 – Account Holder Identification 

 
Line A. Provide entity’s full legal name 
Line B. This should be the country where the entity is incorporated or 
organised. For a trust, it should be the country where it is registered. 
 
Line C. Insert full street address on the first line, and town/city/province/state 
on the 2nd line. 
Insert postal code/ZIP and country. 
 
Line D. Only insert a mailing address if it is different from registered address. 
 

 

C. Part 2 – Entity Type 
Complete Parts 2A, 2B or 2C as appropriate.  
 
Part 2 requires you to identify the status of the entity, based on a set of entity 
types. Definitions to help you determine the entity type are contained in the 
Appendix.  
 
Part 2A 
Tick the box if the entity is one of the following in Part 2A and complete 
relevant line/tick relevant boxes under the category of your selection.  
 
 
If you tick (a) or (b), you should also answer the related question(s). 
 
If you tick (c), please also tick the appropriate category (i-v) provided below 
(c) . 
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Part 2A continued. 
 
Line 1. If you tick (d) and you are a Non Reporting Financial Institution, please 
also tick the appropriate category (i-xii) provided . 
 
If you tick xii. ‘Other’, please provide the classification on the line below and 
documentation to confirm your organisation’s classification . 
 
 
 
 
 
Line 2. You will also need to provide your Global Intermediary Identification 
Number (GIIN) on Line (i) or tick one box on Line (iv) if you are unable to 
provide a GIIN. 
 
If you are a sponsored entity, please provide your sponsor’s GIIN number on 
Line (i) and state your sponsor’s name on Line (ii). 
 
If you are acting as a sponsor, tick box on Line (iii). 
 

 

 
 
 
Part 2B 
Tick one box if the entity is not a Financial Institution. 
 
If you tick ‘Passive NFFE’, EITHER  
(i) tick the box to confirm there are no Controlling Persons of the entity, 

OR,  
(ii) complete ‘Self Certification Form – Individuals’ for each of the 

Controlling Persons of the entity. 
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Part 2C 
Only tick this box if your classification does not appear in Parts 2A-2B. Please 
provide documentation to confirm your organisation’s classification. 
 

D. Part 3 – Residency for Tax Purposes (See ‘Useful information’ in 
this guidance.) 
Line A Insert the country where the entity is a tax resident.  
 
Line B Insert the entity’s Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN) in the country 
identified on Line A.  
 
Line C & D If the entity does not have a TIN, tick the relevant box if applicable. 
If you tick D, please explain the reason on the line provided. 
 
 

E. Part 4 – Confirmation of Sole Residency 
Only tick the box if the entity is not a tax resident in any other country and 
proceed to Part 6. Otherwise complete Part 5 with the appropriate details. 
 

F. Part 5 – Additional Residency Information 
If completing this section, list the additional country(ies) the entity is a tax 
resident of and provide TIN in each additional country. If the entity does not 
have a TIN, please tick the box ‘TIN unavailable’ and provide the reason on 
the line below. 
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G. Part 6 – Declaration and Signature 

 
Please read the Declaration before signing. 

 

 
1. Please sign the form  
2. Please print your name  
3.    Please date the form using (dd/mm/yyyy) format. 
4. If you are signing on behalf of the entity, please complete the capacity 

field. 
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Useful Information 
 

What is an entity’s country of tax residence? 
 
The country of tax residence is the country in which the entity is subject 
to tax obligations. Normally an entity  is a tax resident in a country of its 
place of incorporation or its place of effective management. 
 
It is possible that an entity is a tax resident in more than one country or 
not a resident in any country. This will depend on the local rules for 
determining tax residence.  
 
Place of effective management is the place where key management and 
commercial decisions that are necessary for the conduct of the entity’s 
business as a whole are in substance made. All relevant facts and 
circumstances must be examined to determine the place of effective 
management which is normally described in local rules of the jurisdiction. 
 
HSBC does not provide tax advice. If you have any queries regarding your 
tax residency, we suggest that you seek independent tax advice.  
 

What is a Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN)? 
 
A Taxpayer Identification Number is a unique combination of letters or 
numbers assigned by a country to an entity and used to identify the entity 
for purposes of administering the tax laws in that country. 
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